
(1) We have been guilty of thinking more highly of ourselves than we ought. We’ve been seeking praise from 
others more than desiring to praise you, God. Purge us from selfishness, the fear of other people and their 
judgments, and the love of praise. Dig out the root of bitterness in us that won’t celebrate others because we 
want the glory they get. In your mercy, deepen our sorrow for the wrongs we have done here and for the 
good we have left undone. Bring us face to face with your glory in Jesus Christ. We confess this together: 
Oh God, listen to our prayers! Oh God, open your ears to our pleas for mercy. 
 
(2) We have been guilty of unbelief and we neglect to seek you in our daily lives. Forgive us for failing in the 
face of temptation, and for being stubborn in the face of correction. Forgive the times we have been proud of 
our own achievements and those when we have failed to boast in your works. Forgive the harsh judgments we 
have made of others and the easy passes we have given to ourselves and our desires. Forgive the lies we have 
told to others and the truths we have avoided telling. We confess this together: 
O my God, incline your ear and hear. Open your eyes and see our need. 
 
(3) Though all creation belongs to you and you taught us to be wise stewards, we confess that we have used it 
for ourselves. We have prized wealth, appearance, status, comfort, convenience, and experiences over your 
call to care for your world. We have loved your gifts more than you, the giver. But you have not abandoned 
the works of your hands, so don’t let us, either. In your mercy, help us to see that all the goods and things we 
set our hearts on are shadows, but you are the substance. We confess this together: 
Oh my God, meet our desolation with your promise to make all things new - even us. 
 
(4) Lord God, you made all the nations and peoples and tribes and tongues to praise you. We are so prone to 
forgetting that. Forgive us for sinfully preferring our own people or our own ethnicity over another. Forgive 
our inattention to the hopes and fears, desires and needs, and experiences of others. Forgive us for being 
quick to judge and quick to marginalize … but slow to stand up for our neighbors and slow to imagine the 
beauty of standing side by side with all peoples, tribes, and tongues in praise of you together. We confess this 
together: 
Oh Lord, forgive us: for your sake and for your people called by your name. 
 
(5) Though you are a great King, God, we often bring you the leftovers of our time, energy, gifts, and attention. 
We have neglected your commands when it is inconvenient for us to keep them. Because we put ourselves 
first, we have neglected the poor and needy, the orphan and the widow, the stranger and the immigrant, and 
those imprisoned or enslaved. We have turned our faces away and left them to the care of others. But you 
have showed yourself faithful to them and come to us in their form. Don’t let us turn away, but let your grace 
flow fully through us. We confess this together: 
Oh Lord, hear us: not because of our righteousness, but because of your great mercy. 
 
(6) Forgive the ways we make an idol out of self-sufficiency and fail to turn to you for wisdom, guidance, and 
grace. Your word teaches us that we are spiritually poor, but you are rich: and in Jesus Christ you came to be 
merciful to the poor. Strengthen our faith and trust in you. Where we are empty vessels; fill us. Where we are 
weak in faith; strengthen us. Where we are cold in love; warm us. Where we are flagging in zeal; revive us. 
Where we are joyless; restore our joy! Where we are slow to serve; spur us on to love and good deeds. We 
confess this together: 
For your own sake, O Lord, make your face to shine upon us again!  
 
These prayers were adapted/edited/updated from a variety of sources in the wider Church. Responses adapted from Daniel 9:17- .19  
 


